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(Previously Prr~rntrrl) r A Mi y r trawipra^^ 

X*J> 



a hierarchy of at least two seller models, each representing a seller for a product 
having an associated product forecast model, the forecast model representing: 

forecasted sales of the product through each seller according to a commitment 
level for the seller and forecasted sales through other sellers in the hierarchy; 
planned supply of the product; 

customer orders for the product through each seller; and 

allocated supply of the product to each seller, representing the sum of 
promises from suppliers plus any customer promises; 

at least one supplier model operable to indicate to the seller models, according to the 
forecasted sales, promised supply of the product; 

at least one customer model operable to indicate to the seller models customer orders 
for the product; and 

wherein the system is operable to indicate to each seller in the hierarchy the allocated 
supply of the product to the seller. 

V t 

jd. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 1^, wherein at least a portion of 
the allocated supply is designated as retained product not available to promise (ATP). 

y ^ i 

Jn. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim wherein the amount of 
product available to promise (ATP) at a seller for a forecast entry is determined according to 
an allocation policy. 



(Previously Presented) The system of Claim^f wherein the amount may be 
reduced to zero according to the allocation policy. 



i 
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jrf (Previously Presented) The system of Claim ^f, wherein the allocation policy 
is selected from the group consisting of: 
a first-come-first-served policy; 
a per allocated policy; 
a per committed policy; 
a seller priority policy; and 
a predetermined split policy. 

J*8f (Previously Presented) The system of Claim wherein the system is further 
operable to distribute the allocated supply according to an allocation policy. 

7 ! 

J^T (Previously Presented) The system of Claim J# wherein at least some of the 
allocated supply is distributed on a basis selected from the group consisting of: 
a first-come-first-served basis; 
a per allocated basis; 
a per committed basis; 
a seller priority basis; and 
a predetermined split basis. 

% 9 

2$. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim further comprising: 
at least one specific product model representing a specific product and specifying the 

components of the specific product; 

a plurality of generic product models each representing a generic product and 

specifying one component of a plurality of possible components of the specific product; and 
wherein the system is further operable to provide a customer promise for the specific 

product according to the related generic products that are available to promise. 

jrf. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim ^0, wherein generic-specific 
product relationships repeat throughout the seller hierarchy, there also being organization- 
member relationships between generic and specific products. 
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(Previously Presented) The system of Clainj^f, wherein the forecast model 

has: 

an associated forecast period; and 

1 9 

an associated available to promise (ATP) period that shorter than the forecast 

period. 

Jgf. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim yf, wherein the forecast model is 
operable to reduce the forecasted sales and promised supply according to the customer orders 
without changing the allocated supply. 

♦V 

(Currently Amended) Software for allowing allocation of products among 
sellers, the software being embodied in a computer readable medium and when executed on a 
computer system operable to: 

access a hierarchy of at least two seller models, each representing a seller for a 
product having an associated product forecast model, the forecast model representing: 

forecasted sales of the product through each seller according to a commitment 
level for the seller and forecasted sales through other sellers in the hierarchy; 

planned supply of the product; 

customer orders for the product through each seller; and 

allocated supply of the product to each seller, representing the sum of 
promises from suppliers plus any customer promises; 

access at least one supplier model operable to indicate to the seller models, according 
to the forecasted sales, promised supply of the product; 

access at least one customer model operable to indicate to the seller models customer 
orders for the product; and 

wh e r e in th e sy s t e m is op e rabl e to indicate to each seller in the hierarchy the allocated 
supply of the product to the seller. 
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%> 

Jjf. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method operating on at least 
one computer system for allowing allocation of products among sellers, the computer system 
comprising one or more processing units and one or more memory units, the method 
comprising: 

using the computer system, representing at least two sellers in a hierarchy using 
corresponding seller models, each seller model representing a seller for a product having an 
associated product forecast model, the forecast model representing: 

forecasted sales of the product through each seller according to a commitment 
level for the seller and forecasted sales through other sellers in the hierarchy; 

planned supply of the product; 

customer orders for the product through each seller; and 

allocated supply of the product to each seller, representing the sum of 
promises from suppliers plus any customer promises; 

using the computer system, indicating to the seller models, according to the forecasted 
sales and using at least one supplier model, promised supply of the product; 

using the computer system, indicating to the seller models, using at least one customer 
model, customer orders for the product; and 

using the computer system, indicating to each seller in the hierarchy the allocated 
supply of the product to the seller. 

ffi. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim further comprisin g, using the 
computer system, designating at least a portion of the allocated supply as retained product not 
available to promise (ATP). 

^1. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim^£ further comprisin g, using the 
computer system, determining the amount of product available to promise (ATP) at a seller 
for a forecast entry according to an allocation policy. 

Jt8. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim^, wherein the amount may be 
reduced to zero according to the allocation policy. 
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^$f. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1^ wherein the allocation policy 
is selected from the group consisting of: 
a first-come-first-served policy; 
a per allocated policy; 
a per committed policy; 
a seller priority policy; and 
a predetermined split policy. 

(Currently Amended) The method of Claim^^ further comprisin g, using the 
computer system, distributing the allocated supply according to an allocation policy. 

Jn. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim further comprisin g, using the 
computer system, distributing at least some of the allocated supply on a basis selected from 
the group consisting of: 

a first-come-first-served basis; 

a per allocated basis; 

a per committed basis; 

a seller priority basis; and 

a predetermined split basis. 

^t. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim further comprisin g, using the 
computer system : 

using at least one specific product model to represent a specific product, the specific 
product model specifying the components of the specific product; 

using a plurality of generic product models to represent a plurality of corresponding 
generic products, the generic product models each specifying one component of a plurality of 
possible components of the specific product; and 

providing a customer promise for the specific product according to the related generic 
products that are available to promise. 
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(Previously Presented) The method of Claim JfZ, wherein generic-specific 
product relationships repeat throughout the seller hierarchy, there also being organization- 
member relationships between generic and specific products. 

(Previously Presented) The method of Claim^f, wherein the forecast model 

has: 

an associated forecast period; and 
V9 an associated available to promise (ATP) period that ^"Shorter than the forecast 
period. 

Vl *» 

(Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2&-> further composin g, using the 



computer system, reducing the forecasted sales and promised supply within the forecast 
model, according to the customer orders, without changing the allocated supply. 



(New) The software of Claim 24; wherein at least a portion of the allocated 



supply is designated as retained product not available to promise (ATP). 

« . IV 

(New) The software of Claim wherein the amount of product available to 



promise (ATP) at a seller for a forecast entry is determined according to an allocation policy. 

(New) The software of Claim ^f, wherein the amount may be reduced to zero 
according to the allocation policy. 

J0. (New) The software of Claim wherein the allocation policy is selected 
v 

from the group consisting of: 

a first-come-first-served policy; 
a per allocated policy; 
a per committed policy; 
a seller priority policy; and 
a predetermined split policy. 
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£8f. (New) The software of Claim ^*$f further operable to distribute the allocated 
supply according to an allocation policy. 

ft I* 

(New) The software of Claim 2t€> wherein at least some of the allocated 



supply is distributed on a basis selected from the group consisting of: 
a first-come-first-served basis; 
a per allocated basis; 
a per committed basis; 
a seller priority basis; and 
a predetermined split basis. 

Jm. (New) The software of Claim further operable to: 

access at least one specific product model representing a specific product and 
specifying the components of the specific product; 

access a plurality of generic product models each representing a generic product and 
specifying one component of a plurality of possible components of the specific product; and 

provide a customer promise for the specific product according to the related generic 
products that are available to promise. 

*v t 

4e. (New) The software of Claim ^c, wherein generic-specific product 
relationships repeat throughout the seller hierarchy, there also being organization-member 
relationships between generic and specific products. 

v iv 

(New) The software of Claim wherein the forecast model has: 
an associated forecast period; and 

an associated available to promise (ATP) period that it shorter than the forecast 

period. 

4# (New) The software of Claim Jft 9 wherein the forecast model is operable to 
reduce the forecasted sales and promised supply according to the customer orders without 
changing the allocated supply. 
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